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GENERAL MEETINGS ARE AT 7:30 PM ON THE SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH! 

Council 1394 Elects New Executive… See Page 11 

The Church of St. Mary, New Haven, Connecticut, United 

States, is the Parish church of the second oldest Roman Cath-

olic Parish in Connecticut. The Parish was established in 

1832. The Knights of Columbus was founded here in 1882 

by Father Michael J. McGivney, who was then the church's 

assistant pastor. The church is currently run by friars of the 

Dominican Order. 
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Members of Council 1394, 

 

I am pleased to be able to contribute a few thoughts to your newly reconstituted Council 1394 

Vanguard. I especially thank your Grand Knight, Dr. William Mathie for his kind invitation to 

share this reflection with you. 

 At a certain point in his life the prophet Jeremiah became very frustrated because his 

preaching brought him ridicule and scorn from the people. He could not understand how pro-

claiming God’s word brought him so much suffering, and yet, he could not give up because of 

the fire within: “O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed: you have overpowered me, 

and you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long and everyone mocks me. If 

I say I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name, then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in 

my bones: I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.” (Jeremiah 20:7,9) Jeremiah cannot stop the fire within and he must 

proclaim the Lord, for the anguish from rejecting him is far greater than any grief that may come from proclaiming him. There 

is no question that the fire within Jeremiah’s heart is his love for the Lord. It is that love that compels him to proclaim the 

Truth without giving up. 

 As Knights of Columbus we can very easily feel like the prophet Jeremiah when it comes to morality and life issues. 

Today’s culture is quick to ridicule anyone who actively promotes the child in the womb’s right to life, or does not consider 

euthanasia as an act of mercy. What about the person who does not believe that marriage can be defined as the union of two 

people of the same sex, or that sex without its proper context is always acceptable? It would appear that a great deal of what 

we hold to be true is open to ridicule and misunderstanding; however, we should never give up. Like the prophet Jeremiah we 

continue to proclaim the Truth because the fire of faith burns brightly in our hearts. We never give up because we are Knights 

of Columbus who love the Lord and His Church. Vivat Jesus.  

Most Reverend Gerard Bergie Bishop of St. Catharines 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR GRAND KNIGHT  

Brothers, 

 

Wondering what I should say to you in this my first message as Grand 

Knight in this first issue of the reborn Vanguard I remembered two 

things from the homily I heard at this morning’s Mass. Father said, 

first, that faith was a gift that became real only when it was lived and, 

second, that the living out of our faith was necessarily something we 

did with others. And this, I realized is what our Order is all about: liv-

ing out our faith together in charity, in service, and in fellowship. This 

is what I saw in Council 1394 when I applied to join it. 

 I think of the things this Council accomplishes each year – the 

fellowship we furnish to many through our breakfasts in November 

and February and the other special events we host in our council; the use we make of what we 

earn at those breakfasts and other events to maintain a place where the St. Vincent De Paul Socie-

ty can feed the poor and homeless day after day; I think of our coats for kids program; of our sup-

port for Brother Ted’s Wells of Hope project; of our help for the arthritis foundation; of the 

watches and culture of life awards we make to graduates from our Catholic high schools; I think 

of all that we do in support of the right to life. And of so much more that members of this Council 

have done for our Church and our community. 

 We take pride in what we have accomplished, but it would be better to give thanks that 

we have the opportunity to serve our Lord in so many ways as members of the Knights of Colum-

bus. Certainly I thank you for the chance you have given me to serve you in living our faith to-

gether.  I thank all of you who have pitched in to make this a successful year for our Council. 

Vivat Jesus. 

William Mathie 
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THE OZANAM CENTRE 

 

The Ozanam Centre is an organization with branches throughout the world which 

strives to provide for the homeless, the poor and those marginalized by society;  they 

provide food and comfort with dignity and courtesy to those members of society 

spurned and ignored by the community. 

 The Ozanam Centre operates out of our hall at 235 Church Street St Cath-

arines, five days a week throughout the year.   

The Centre is operated under the auspices of the St Vincent de Paul Society Central 

Council and was created in 1989 as a result of the efforts of Rita Van Ophem and 

Stan Chubak who opened the first Centre on November 25, 1989 on Geneva Street. 

In 1998 the Centre moved to our hall and the full time operation of the venture was 

assumed by Colleen Van Ruyven who continues to manage the Centre. 

 The Centre is named after Antoine- Frederic Ozanam, a Jewish citizen of 

France who converted to Catholicism and who devoted his life to caring for the poor 

and underprivileged. He was Beatified by Pope John Paul II on August 22, 1997. 

 During the year 2012 over 20,000 meals were served to the poor of St Catharines Ozanam Centre at a cost of over   

$30 000.00. No financial assistance is provided to the Centre by any community, provincial or Federal agencies and financing 

is derived from donations and the Central Council of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

 Volunteers who have served our community at the centre over the years include Diocesan Bishops, many of our Parish 

Priests and Brother Knights. 

 Seen in the accompanying picture are manager Colleen and volunteer Brother Knight Dr. Robert Stasiak of our Coun-

cil. Members are asked to consider volunteering time to serve at the Centre, an experience which is quite moving and reward-

ing while sharing something with a part of our community which is sadly disregarded by our society. 

 

Edwin King 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT  

 

I would like to welcome our Brother Knights back for our first meeting after the summer months. I hope everyone enjoyed our 

wonderful weather these past few months. 

 Our membership total is now at 164 members. We welcome our newest members, Peter Uko and Rinaldo DiSanto who 

has already brought in a new member. We hope to get these brothers out to our meetings and have them involved with our 

many activities. 

 Sorry to report on the passing in August of our Brother Bob Cole, who was involved greatly in our Council. We will 

surely miss him. Our deepest condolences and prayers go to Bob’s wife Donna and their family. 

We are entering a busy time of the year for the Council. Hopefully our fellow Knights will get involved as much as possible. 

We surely need help in many areas. Extra or new members are always welcome. 

 My home phone number is 905- 684- 6917 and am available if you have any concerns. 

 

Don Mikulinski 

  

A Special thank you to all of our advertisers and contributors to THE VANGUARD!  
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE  

One of the challenges confronting our order in these modern times is the efforts available to our Council to recruit additional 

members. The only sources upon which we are able to draw increased membership are the Parishes within our Diocese. Sadly 

I believe that we, as is the case in many other parishes do not promote a sufficiently high profile of the Order among our Par-

ishes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 If we are to encourage greater participation in our Order by prospective members it seems good sense to create a 

greater interest among parishioners of all our catholic communities in our activities. Most importantly, I believe that our mem-

bers should seek to help all parishes by offering to assist with such efforts as church maintenance, assisting in parish fund rais-

ing activities within the parishes and offering to train altar servers. 

 We have in the past played our part in this regard in some measure:  at the time of the implementation of the new Lit-

urgy to the Mass under John Currey’s supervision we provided new lectionaries to all our parishes at no expense to them; we 

have contributed to the assistance of a seminarian within our diocese and we have recently approved a donation to the parish 

of St John the Theologian to assist in the repairs to their Church.  Regard being had to the fact that members of our Order are 

drawn almost exclusively from our Diocesan parishioners I believe that we are called to display a more visible contribution 

which would be likely to attract the attention and interest of potential new members to our order. 

 If you have any ideas of how we may increase our profile in our individual projects please write or e mail to me and 

your submissions will be placed before our executive and published in the Vanguard.  

Edwin King 

ELISE MATHIE’S SCONE RECIPE 

Mix 2 cups flour 

        1/3 cup sugar 

        2 tsp. baking powder 

         ½ tsp baking soda 

         1 tsp salt  

Cut in 1/3 cup shortening (Crisco). 

Stir in with a fork 1 cup buttermilk. 

Knead about 8 to 10 strokes to work into a ball adding a little flower to handle. 

 

For home use, we roll it into one circle and cut into 12 pie-shaped pieces. 

For larger scones I made 2 balls and rolled fairly thick (1/2 inch approx.) and cut each into 4 pieces. 

Bake at about 375 degrees for about 20 minutes or as needed.           

************************************************************************ 

I usually make a double recipe. Good cut in half and toasted next day. 

Variety – Add ¼ cup currants to final stirring in of buttermilk. 

Also possible -- Roll out oval shape, apply layer of cheese, jam or butter and brown sugar, roll up jelly roll fashion and 

slice and bake cut side down.  

THE HAPPY COOKER 
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TURKEY DRAW 

 

This year’s Turkey Draw will be held at our hall on Friday November 22 at 6 pm. 104 turkeys and a $25.00 gift card will be 

the prizes. Please plan on coming to the drawings as we will have games, food, prizes.  Also there will be a 50/50 draw a fully 

stocked cash bar plus free draws at 9 and 11 p.m. We need your help to sell these tickets. If you or any family member is in-

volved with any other charitable club or school we offer a great fund raiser for them with no outlay.  Tickets are $5.00 for 

three or $2.00 each, for more details call Mike Carroll 905- 682- 5216 or Des at 905- 227- 4392.  PLEASE HELP as portions 

of this draw will help OZANAM, OUT OF THE COLD and START ME UP NIAGARA. Winners must pick up their turkeys 

at the hall on Saturday, December 14th. between 9 and noon.  

Des Kennedy  

TREASURER’S MESSAGE 

 

I am honoured to have been elected Treasurer for our Council 1394 for the fraternal year 

2013/ 2014. 

 My primary responsibilities as custodian of all Council funds include making bank 

deposits, and issuing cheques for authorized expenditures for/from our Council bank account,. 

The treasurer’s secondary responsibilities include volunteering for the Councils various fund-

raising venues including: selling of charity tickets for the annual Ontario State draw; Sunday 

breakfasts during November and February at our Council hall; participating in the hall walk-a

-thon at the end of January; participating in the Rose Campaign at various Parishes in St. 

Catharines; assisting with the St. Patrick's Corned Beef  “n” Cabbage dinner in March; phone 

committee, notifying members of meetings, and other events; representative for the "Brothers 

in Contact Committee" at Star of the Sea Church. 

 I believe and perceive my (our) mission for today and for the foreseeable future, to be the continuance of efforts to 

raise funds through various fundraising venue in order to increase the cash intake for the possible and proper distribution of 

approved requests to various deserving organizations and/or individuals, asking for financial support. 

 Through these efforts we raise funds in order to satisfy the many requests made to the Council for help where deserv-

ing. Through the actions our Council would maintain it's core principle of “Charity”. 

VIVAT JESUS 

Joe Karabinos 

 

 



 

PARISH NEWS 

P A G E  6  T H E  V A N G U A R D  

 

 

 

On September 9th 2013 Father Hugh Gibson was installed as 

our new Chaplain at a meeting of our Council. The installa-

tion was performed by Bill Amodeo our District Deputy. Pic-

tured is the installation ceremony with Fr. Gibson, Bill Amo-

deo and Grand Knight William Mathie. 

 Father Hugh is from Ireland and is Pastor at St Al-

fred's Parish in St Catharines. He replaces Father John Buis, 

our former Chaplain. 

 

 

 

 

The Church buildings of the Parish of St John The Theologian re-

cently sustained considerable damage as a result of water intrusion 

from a ruptured water main. Our Council has made a donation to 

their Parish to help with the cost of repairs in an amount of $400.00. 

Seen in this picture is a portrayal of Grand Knight William Mathie 

handing a cheque to Monsignor Anton, Pastor of St Johns Parish. 

 

 

Father John Vickers has recently been appointed as Parish Priest to St 

Thomas Aquinas Parish in St Catharines, replacing Father Michael Basque, 

our council’s former Assistant Chaplain. The picture depicts Father John at 

a welcoming function organized by the Catholic Women's League to intro-

duce him as Pastor to Parishioners of St Thomas. Father John is a member 

of the Holy Cross Fathers from Welland and is from Cape Breton in the 

Maritimes. 

 

 

 

Msgr. Vladimir Zivcic has been appointed Parish priest at St. Julia's Church. He replaces Father 

Charles Moser who becomes full-time Chancellor for the Diocese and will be in residence at the 

Cathedral. Msgr Zivcic comes to St. Julia's from St. Joseph's parish in Grimsby. Msgr. Zivcic is 

also Vicar General of the Diocese.  
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CULTURE OF LIFE AWARDS 

 

For over forty years abortion has been legal in Canada; for more 

than twenty years Canada has been one of the only countries in the 

world (along with North Korea and China) that has no legal re-

strictions on abortion. Can we still hope for a halt to the killing of 

the unborn?  

 One great source of hope is the increasing role of the 

young in the battle against abortion.  Anyone who has attended the 

March for Life in Ottawa recently knows that the overwhelming 

majority of the more than twenty thousand who join this annual 

protest are young men and especially young women, high school 

and university students, who passionately support the right to life 

of the unborn. This year the Catholic School Board sent two bus-

loads of eager students to the march. The two buses sent by the 

Right to Life of St. Catharines were also overwhelmingly filled 

with Niagara students.  

 In recognition of the importance of this commitment of 

our young to the struggle against abortion, in 2013 the Knights of 

Columbus Council 1394 has introduced a Culture of Life Award: a 

$250 scholarship for one graduating student from each of our St. 

Catharines Catholic high schools who exemplifies this commit-

ment. Funds for the award were generated through the gift of a 

sculpture by local artist, Victor DiVicenzo.  In its first offering 

teachers at their schools selected three young women as recipients 

of the Culture of Life Award. 

 At Denis Morris the winner was 19 year-old Katherine (Katie) Viccica. Katie was “Spiritual Representative” on her 

school’s student council and regularly offered pro-life prayers in DM’s daily announcements. Chaplain Denise Pizzino-Prieur has 

remarked on the difference it made having a fellow student present the pro-life position.  Katie plans to study psychology at 

Brock. 

 St. Francis’s award winner was Sharlene Cruz, who came to Canada from the Philippines a year ago. Sharlene has partic-

ipated in a pro-life conference, volunteers regularly at the soup kitchen at Council 1394 Hall, has worked in a Christmas food 

drive and Haitian relief efforts, and is a member of the Legion of Mary. Sharlene is beginning the study of pharmacy. 

The Culture of Life award at Holy Cross went to Rebecca Battersby. Rebecca has attended the March for Life twice, participates 

annually in Niagara’s Life Chain, and, according to her teacher, Lawrence Corso, is the “go-to” person for all pro-life activities at 

her school. Rebecca has entered the Law Clerk diploma program at Humber College. 

 In November the Catholic School Board will take a further step to recognize and promote the commitment of the young 

to the pro-life cause. The Board will host a youth conference in November with participants from all schools in the District. The 

conference will feature Lia Mills the 16 year old whose articulate and eloquent defence of life has made her a You Tube sensa-

tion. Debra McCaffrey, the conference organizer hopes students will learn to look at life as a whole through a pro-life lens. 

 

Deputy Grand Knight and Pro– life Coordinator John Nixon 

meets Sharlene Cruz and Rebecca Battersby two of Council 

1394’s Culture of Life Award winners at a Pro– life Speakers’ 

Workshop organized by the St. Catharines Right to Life and co-

sponsored by Council 1394 

SENIORS COFFEE DAY 

For some time , Mike Carroll and I had been talking about the many senior members who we don’t see at meetings for several 

reasons and seem to be forgotten by the Council. Most of these Brothers are the reason why we are still a thriving Council today. 

On the last Thursday of June we met for coffee at Tim Horton’s at Glendale and QEW . We decided to do it again on the last 

Thursday in July and our numbers increased to 14. In August we met at the Fairview Mall Food Court and had a great afternoon 

with 19 Brothers. We decided all future meetings would be at 2:30 pm on the last Thursday of the month.  We decided to collect 

$2.00 from each participate which gave us all a coffee and muffin.  Mike Carroll won the prize donated by Brother John Murray. 

That's a procedure that we will follow each month with a nice prize each time. We look forward to seeing lots of Brothers on 

October 31st.  A prize has been donated by Mike Coakley. 

Des Kennedy  
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In Memoriam  
Since Our Mass for the Deceased in November 2012 our Council has lost six of our brothers. 

 On December 18th 2012 Charles Pouliot died at the age of 77. He was survived by his wife Joan, five daughters, and 

16 grandchildren. Charles worked as a paper-maker in Thorold and Thunder Bay and was a parishioner at Thomas Aquinas. 

 On December 25th 2012 Vincent Charles Peters dies at the age of 94. Husband of E. Carmen and father of two, 

grandfather of 3, survived by many nieces and nephews. A member of our Order since 1947, Vincent was a past Grand 

Knight and a parishioner of St. Julia’s. 

 Deacon John Kit died on February 8th 2013. He is survived by his wife Rose, 6 children, and 16 grandchildren. Born 

in the Ukraine in 1925, Kit came to Canada in 1937. He taught for 39 years at Sir Winston Churchill and other schools. At 

the age of 68 he became a Deacon at St. Cyril and Methodius, devoting much of his great energy to the Church and the 

Ukrainian community. He joined the Knights in 1961. 

 George Rahal died on March 6th 2013 at the age of 83. Predeceased by his first wife Aggie, George is survived by 

his second wife Flo, 5 children, 3 step-children, 21 grandchildren, and 11 great grandchildren. He was Grand Knight of his 

Council in Thunder Bay and more recently joined Council 1394.  

 John Buczkowski died on June 1st 2013 in his 81st year. He is survived by his wife Christine, and a son and daughter 

and grandson. Part-owner of Crusty Bread in Thorold, John and his wife operated the Wedding Boutique together for 26 

years. John was a life- time member of our Council, which he joined in 1959.  

 See also the Memoriam message for Bob Cole on p. 11.  

William Mathie 

Mass for Deceased members of our Order and the CWL at 7 p.m.  on  November 5th at Holy Rosary Church in 

Thorold. Please pray for our brothers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special thank you to all of our advertisers and contributors to THE VANGUARD! 

John Buczkowski Deacon John  Kit George Rahal 
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Installation of Officers for 2013– 14  
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From left to right: Ron Adams (Past Grand Knight and Trustee 3 year), Joe Karabinos (Treasurer), Don Mikulinski (Financial Secretary), Rene Ongcangco 
(Outside Guard), Mike Carroll (Advocate), Bill Amodeo (District Deputy), Walter Cybulak (Outside Guard), John Nixon (Deputy Grand Knight), William 
Mathie (Grand Knight), Jack Konst ( Lecturer), Sid Michaud (Inside Guard), Michael De Rose (Chancellor), Bob Cole (Trustee 2 year), Fr. Michael Basque 
(Former Assistant Chaplin), Keith Beaulieu (Warden), Edwin King (Recorder). Not shown-  Bill Perry (Trustee 1 year), Fr. Hugh Gibson (Installed as Council 
1394 Chaplin on September 9, 2013. 

In Memoriam … Council 1394 regrets the passing of  Robert (Bob) Cole on Wednesday, 

August 14th, 2013 at the age of 70. Beloved husband of Donna for 39 

years. Cherished father of Virginia.  

 Bob was a long time hockey referee in St. Catharines for over 40 

years and the Jordan Old Timers League. He was an active member of 

Star of the Sea Parish , and he devoted volunteer hours for Habitat for 

Humanity and the Out of the Cold program.  

 He was an active member of Knights of Columbus, a volunteer in 

many Council activities and at the time of his death he served as a Trus-

tee on the Executive council.  He will be missed for his good cheer, gen-

erosity and his quiet and courteous manner. 

 Former Grand Knight John Currey has been  appointed  to take 

Bob’s place on the executive. 
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CHARITY 
UNITY 

FRATERNITY 

March for Life: Nearly 25,000 including 4 bus loads of St.Catharines students gathered on Parliament Hill to protest abortion on May 9, 2013.  Council 1394 

donated $1000.00 to help our youth attend the march.  Members continue a prayer vigil at Ridley Square at 3pm on the first Saturdays of the month. 


